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TO  THE 

College  of  Phyficians, 

And  Wbrfhipful  Companies  of 


Surgeons  and  Apothecaries 

OF  THE 


H  E  great  Regard  I  have 
always  had  for  Tour  Facul¬ 
ty  and  Proje/Jions ,  has  in¬ 
duced  me  to  fubmit  to  You , 
with  all  Humility  and  De¬ 
ference,  the  following  Consi¬ 
derations. 

The  Perfons  whom  l  here  appear  in  De* 
fence  of  have  drawn  me  into  their  Favour , 
by  the  great  Good  they  do  amongjl  their  Fel¬ 
low-Creature, r,  by  the  Frequency  and  Multi¬ 
tude  of  their  Cures  ^  for  J  cannot  y  et  be  able 
tg  think  that  a  natural  Effect  can  be  brought 
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about  by  fuch  means ,  as  are  under  the 
VireBion  of  a  Perfon  altogether  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  their  Natures  and  Properties ,  un - 
lefs  that  Perfon  be  ajjifted  and  direBed 
therein  by  fome  preternatural  Power.  And 
thefe  I  call  Modern  Empiricks,  or  Gifted 
Phyficians. 

If  My  too  charitable  Credulity  in  the 
Pretenjions  and  Reports  of  •  thefe  People 
has  led  me  ' into  an  Error ,  detrimental  to 
Tour  learned  Societies ,  as  foon  as  I  difco- 
vef  it ,  it  jhall  be  publickly  acknowledged • 
And  to  this  Parpbfe,  I  have  left  what  In¬ 
formation  I  can  get  herein ,  upon  the  flriB- 
eft  Enquiry ,  for  a  fee  on  d  Part .  I  do  there¬ 
fore  earneftly  beg  all  AJJifances ,  Opportunity 
affords  any  of  Topi  in  DeteBmg  apy  Frauds 
committed  by  fuch  People  *  being  fefohed  by 
fuch  kind  Helps  to  lay  open  the  Rife ,  Abili¬ 
ties ,  and  Pretenfions  of  all  the  Fablers  in 
Phyftck  about  Town  ^  fo  that  thofe  who  are 
found  to  be  Cheats  and  hnpoftors  may  be 
expofed  to  that  Shame  and  Contempt  they 
deferve,  and  thereby  be  render'd  unable  to 
impbfe  any  longer  upon  Mankind.  For  that 
Wretch  who  dare ,  for  the  fake  of  Gain , 

*  irifle  away  the  Life  of  a  Man,  by  Med¬ 
dling  in  what  he  under  funds  not ,  deferves 
as  much  to  be  marked  out  to-  lnfamy  as 
the  Ruffian  who  openly  •  attacks  him  upon 
the  Road.  ■  ^ 

J  have  already  difeoveted  deal 
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of  Wickednefs  and  Impofture  in  fome  of 
this  kind,  and  given  you  in  this  Part  fome 
{hort  Hints  thereupon  ^  but  in  the  follow¬ 
ing,  if  l  find  upon  Enquiry,  that  the  World 
has  been  deceived  by  theje  Boaflers,  as  I 
already  begin  to  fear  it  has  by  mo  ft  of 
them,  I  Jball  be  fo  particular  in  their  De- 
teBion ,  as  Jhall  leave  them  no  Refuge  for 
any  future  Impofitions .  And  in  this  l  hope 
to  deferve  fo  well  of  Tour,  ,  Learned  and  ve¬ 
ry  Ufeful  Profeffions,  las  to  procure  me 
that  Regard  I  have  always  been  ambitious 
of,  that  is,  to  be  thought  a  fincere  Well - 
Wifher  to  the  fair  and  hone  ft  PraBice  of 
Phyfick ,  in  all  its  feveral  Branches . 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

A  S  the  Reader  will  find  this  to  be  only 
Introdudory  to  what  may  in  Time  be 
published,  as  farther  Lights  and  Information 
may  be  given,  he  is  defir’d  to  colled  what 
Inflances  have  occafionally  come  under  his 
Notice,  of  fraudulenr  Pradices,  and  Impofi- 
tions  upon  the  Ignorant,  and  tranfmit  it  to 
the  Author  hereof,  by  the  Publilher,  or 
Bookfellers,  whofe  Names  he  finds  in  the 
Title. 


E  N  QUIRY 

Into  the  Growth  of 

Modem  Empinafm, 

E  F  OR  E  I  enter  into  this  weigh¬ 
ty  Debate,  it  feems  neceflTary  to 
explain  thoroughly  the  Terms  <tf 
my  Title  5  as  it  is  well  known  fcb 
all  who  think  juftly  of  what  Mo¬ 
ment  it  is,  in  Controverfy  to  af¬ 
fix  clear  and  diftind  Idea’s  to  all 
the  Terms  made  ufe  of  therein. 

That  Sed  of  Phyficians,  which  amongft  the  An- 
tients  went  under  the  Name  of  Empiricks ,  were  fitch 
as  from  the  Difficulty  of  the  Work,  from  Want  of 
proper  Means  of  Information,  and  from  the  fre¬ 
quent  Wranglings  of  the  Schools  about  different 
Syftems  of  Philofophy,  were  deterred  from  purg¬ 
ing  the  Theory  of  Pbyfick  to  any  Certainty,  as  be¬ 
lieving  it  to  no  Purpofe  *  and  therefore  they  took 
up  with  what  could  be  deduced  from  Obfervation 
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and  Pra&ice :  And  he  uffio  had  iongeft  Experience, 
and  mod  Opportunities  of  Obferving,  upon  this 
Foot,  was  generally  efteemed  the  Phyfieiam 

Their  Diftribution  of 

or  Heads,  were  not^  with  Regard  to. * their  Capfes- 
from  any  Confideralidn  of  the  Animal  OEcdnorrfy 
but  made  according  to  the  Affinity  of  Symptoms, 
as  they  colle&ed  them  in  Practice.  They  likewife 
troubled  not  themfelves,  how  fuch  a  Medicine,  or 


fuch  Means  operated  in  bringing  about  its  Effedls, 
but  only  took  Notice  of  the  Confequences  of  its 
Operation,  and  accordingly  determined-  in  what 
Purpofes  to  make  ufe  of  it  another  Time* 

But  by  Modern  Ewpiricks,  I  mean  Perfons  of  a  ve¬ 
ry  different  Caft  *  they  are  fuch  as  from  fome  par¬ 
ticular  Circumflances  of  Birth,  as  being  a  Seventh 
Son,  or  the  Seventh  Son  of  a  Seventh  Son ,  feem  from 
the  firft  to  be  fent  into  the  World  to  heal  Difeafes  5 
and  one  Inftance  the  prefent  Age  has  had  of  a  Per- 
fon  who  laid  Claim  to  this  Talent,  by  not  being 
born  at or  they  are  fuch  who  at  fome  Time  of 
Life,  wilput  any  preparatory  Pains  or  Study,  are 
fuddenly  and  fecretly  informed  or  infpired  with 
the  Knowledge  of  Phyfick  ^  infomuch  as  to  be  able 
immediately  to  undertake,  with  the  utmoft  Cer¬ 
tainty,  the  Cure  of  the  moil  obftinate  Diftemper. 
So  that  the  Art  of  Healing  ampngft  thefe  Modern 
Empirich ,  feems  to  be  upon  the  fame  Foot  as  here¬ 
tofore  has  b  *en  the  Art  of  Performing  fome  religious 
Exercifes,  when  it  paffed  upon  the  Delufion  ofthofe 
Times  for  a  Gift.  And  as  that  generally  Was  in 
Pofleffion  of  People  of  the  greatefi  Ignorance,  fo 
this  is  now  very  feldom  found  amongft  any  who 
have  been  prepoffeffed  and  prejudiced  by  human 
Learning.  In  the  Sequel  therefore  of  this  Defence, 
I  (hall  exprefs  by  the  Term,  Gift  of  Healing ,  what 
in  the  Title  Page  is  called  Modern 'Empiricifm. 

As  the  Adepti  in  fome  other  Acquirements,  as 
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itift  now  obferved,  have  generally  been  Perfons  of 
^^e^[peane^  Educations,  fo  our  Modern  Emplricks , 
or  ^*'lf}ed  Ehyjiciam r,  are,  to  humane  Appearance,  of 
die  vileft  Extraction,  and  of  the  loweft  Capacities: 
They  often  turn  up  amongft  Mechanicks,  and  grow 
confiderable  in  the  Cure  of  Difeafes,  after  they  had 
been  ruined  by  not  having  Skill  enough  to  be  good 
Shoemakers  or  Taylors.  There  is  not  the  meaneft 
Employment  in  the  Kingdom  but  can  give  Inftan- 
Ces  of  this  kind}  fome  we  have  from  maimed  Tum¬ 
blers  and  Rope-Dancers}  and  at  this  very  Time 
Ihines  in  his  Coach  a  Doctor  who  had  this  Gift 
come  upon  him  juft  as  he  grew  too  old  to  be  any 
longer  a  Jack-Pudding.  '  ' 

t>  aie  *nc^ee{^  n.0^  a  of  this  Number  from 
Profemons  of  Learning,  but  they  never  appear  to 
be  under  thefe  Secret  Teachings ,  ’till  after  they 
have  given  fufficient  Proofs  that  their  Heads  were 
impenetrable  by  humane  Literature  $  as  there  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  manifeft  Enmity  between  thefe  two 
Talents,  infomuch  that  they  are  neve#  found  to¬ 
gether  in  the  fame  Perfon.  And  thus,  without  any 
Reproach  to  the  Infpired ,  if  another  Set  of  Men  will 
allow  me  the  Life  of  that  Term,  we  frequently  find 
them  amongft  the  Refufe  of  the  Bar  and  Pulpit  * 
for  by  their  Incapacity  or  Unfitnefs  to  receive  any 
Impreffions  from  humane  InftruCtion,  they  mani* 
feftly  (hew  a  Difpofition  for  Teachings  of  a  higher 
Nature.  And  for  the  fame  Reafon  it  is  that  we 
often  find  one,  who  is  naturally  uncapable  of  ma- 
kmg  a  good  Surgeon  or  an  Apothecary ,  to  excell 
this  Way,  and  to  be  enabled  to  cure  the  moft  ob~ 
ftinate  Diftemper,  though  he  could  not  be  taught  to 
let  Blood,  or  make  a  Medicine. 

But  this  Gift  of  Healing ,  from  what  fecret  Cap  ft 
loever  it  proceeds,  is  not  equally  difpenfed  to  alls 
in  fome  it  teaches  only  the  Cure  of  fome  particular 
Uueaie,  or  the  Difeafes  of  fome  particular  Parr5 
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while  in  others  it  is  much  more  exten five.  Thus 
fome  take  only  the  Eyes  into  their  Care,  others  the 
Parts  of  Generation  5  fome  are  taught  to  clear  the 
Skin,  mend  Compledions,  and  dye  the  Hair  5  others 
to  extirpate  internal  Maladies,  and  kill  Worms  • 
fome  have  a  Talent  in  a  Feaver  only,  an  Ague, 
or  a  Rheuinatifm,  and  others  in  Dropfies  and  Con- 
fumptions,  and  nothing  elfe.  Yet  there  are  a  great 
many  of  this  Rank  who  are  more  generally  Gifted ' 
and  undertake  to  remove  all  Maladies  incident  to 
humane  Nature.  Some  indeed  go  yet  further,  pre¬ 
tend  to  foretell  future  Events,  and  help  People  to 
ftolen  or  loft  Goods,  but  it  is  Chrudely  to  be  fuf- 
peded  that  fuch  either  impofe  upon  the  Credulous* 
or  are  aded  by  fome  evil  Spitit,  and  have  Corret 
pondence  with  unwarrantable  Intelligences.  Cor * 
welius  Jgrippa,  Dodor  Faitfhts ,  and  fome  other  Au¬ 
thors  of  that  kind,  it  is  to  be  feared,  have  turned 
fome  Peoples  Heads  too  much  that  Way.  How¬ 
ever  that  leffens  not  the  Authority  of  what  I  here 
undertake  to  prove*,  wife  People  will  eafily  difcern 
Reality  and  Truth  from  Impofture  and  Diaboli* 
cifm. 

Thus  having  explained  fome  unufual  Terms,  and 
confidered  the  (Qualifications  of  thofe  who  are  ge¬ 
nerally  the  Subjeds  of  this  extraordinary  Opera- 
ion,  there  comes  next  in  the  Way  fome  thing  of  Dif¬ 
ficulty,  that  is,  to  explain  to  a  Perfon  acquainted 
trnly  in  natural  Things,  what  is  to  be  underftood 
by  Secret  Teachings  Enlightening*,  or  the  Gift  of 
Healing ,  for  it  mnft  be  owned  that  the  Difficulty  of 
apprehending  proves  a  great  Stumbling  Block  to 
ftich  who  difcern  with  an  Eye  of  Reafon.  To 
bring  down  this  Affair  therefore,  as  near  as  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Subjed  will  bear,  to  an  Underftanding 
informed  only  by  common  Means  of  Inftrudion,  I 
lhall  fifft  lhew  that  Difpofltion  of  Mind  a  Perfon 
ought  to  mould  himfelf  into  before  he  can  be  a  fit 
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Judge  In  a  matter  of  this  Moment  Secondly, 
The  effential  and  infeparable  Characters  of  an  En¬ 
lightened  or  Gifted  Perfon.  Thirdly,  Lay  down 
the  only  Evidences  that  can  be  had  of  fuch  Things. 
And  Fourthly,  prove  that  our  Modern  Empiricks 
have  no  Knowledge  in  Medicine,  and  the  Cure  of 
Diftempers  by  any  other  Means. 

I.  There  is  a  great  deal  more  in  fuiting  the 
Temper  and  Frame  of  Mind,  to  the  Nature  of  the 
Thing  coming  under  Confideration,  than  perhaps 
moft  Perfons  apprize  themfelves  of.  A  Perfon 
knowing  only  in  worldly  Affairs,  endeavours  to 
give  himfelfa  very  different  Difpofition  of  Thought* 
and  Turn  of  Mind,  between  his  going  to  an  Enter¬ 
tainment  of  Mirth,  and  a  Scene  of  Sorrow,  between 
a  Wedding  and  a  Funeral*,  and  fuch  a  one 
does  not  awaken  the  fame  Faculties  to  arbi¬ 
trate  a  Matter  in  Difference,  or  aflift  upon  a  Jury, 

.  and  to  receive  Pleafure  at  a  Confort  of  Mufitk. 
When  therefore  we  come  to  lay  before  us  Things 
of  a  fupernatural  kind,  we  fhould  certainly  frame 
our  Minds  accordingly,  and  give  our  Thoughts  a 
Turn  moft  likely  to  receive  ImpreUions  of  fuch 
high  Concern.  We  ought  induftrioufly  to  (hut  up 
all  the  Avenues  of  Senfe,  and  cut  off  all  Intercourft 
with  material  ObjeCis,  and  give  into  thofe  Means 
of  Convi&ion  as  can  be  had  only  in  a  Way  pre¬ 
ternatural.  We  muft  learn  to  diftinguifh  between 
the  Means  which  with  {nftruments  and  Matter  can 
form  a  Machine,  and  thofe  which  are  of  an  intel¬ 
lectual  Nature,  and  which  operate  by  fecret  and  in* 
yifible  Ways  only  upon  the  Underftanding.  For 
it  is  certain  that  they  who  cannot  abftradt  theui- 
felveg  from  the  World,  turn  the  Eyes  of  their  f/n- 
derftanding  inwards,  and  embrace  invifible  Truths 
upon  fuch  Evidences  as  they  admit  of,  can  never 
be  competent  Judges  in  an  Affair  of  fo  great  Weight 
&s  what  now  lies  before  us, 

-  i  '  ‘  *  *  *  ;  By 
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2.  By  an  Enlightened  or  Gifted  Ferfon ,  we  under* 
ftand  fuch  who  manifeftly  perform  fome  Things, 
which  it  is  hnpojfible  they  ffiould  by  natural  Means. 
I  fay  impojftble ,  not  that  what  theyr  do  is  out  of  the 
Power  of  natural  Means  to  effed,  but  becaufe  thofe 
Means  which  Reafon  fuggefts,  and  Experience  con¬ 
firms  proper  to  fuch  Purpofes,  are  abfolutely  out  of 
their  Acquaintance,  and  Ability  of  ufing.  It  is 
here  therefore  proper  to  obferve  the  Difference  we 
make  between  a  Performance  it  felf,  being  preter¬ 
natural,  that  is,  an  Effect  in  Nature  produced  not 
by  natural  Caufes,  and  the  Means  by  which  that 
Performance  is  brought  about,  that  is,  the  Perfon 
applying  thofe  natural  Means  being  fo  :  For  we 
cannot  mean  the  Performance,  becaufe  Diftempers 
are  frequently  cured  by  meer  natural  Means  pro^ 
ceeding  from  the  Didates  of  humane  Learning  and 
Reafoning;  and  therefore  it  is  the  Perfon  here  only 
we  have  Regard  to  who  is  capable  of  producing  a 
natural  Effect,  by  Caufes  he  can  know  nothing  of 
but  by  fuch  preternatural  Means  as  we  are  now  in¬ 
fixing  upon.  Thus  in  the  like  Senfe  we  Ihould 
call  a  Perfon  Enlightened ,  who  fhould  produce  a  fine 
Piece  of  Mechanifm  of  his  own  doing,  who  had  ne¬ 
ver  ftudied  or  been  inftruded  in  thofe  Rules  and 
Laws  of  Motion,  by  which  only  thofe  Things  can 
fee  done  in  a  natural  Way^and  from  the  Produdion 
of  which  by  a  common  Artificer  w  e  fhould  be  in  no 
Surprife.  So  that  when  we  fee  an  Effed  brought 
about  by  natural  Caufes,  under  the  Direction  of  a 
Perfon  wholly  unacquainted  with  their  Efficacies 
and  manner  of  Operation,  fuch  a  one  we  call  En¬ 
lightened^  or  Gifted ;  that  is,  he  mult  come  to  his 
Knowledge  of  thofe  Means  by  preternatural  Af- 
liftances. 

3  The  Evidences  and  Proofs  of  thefe  extraordi¬ 
nary  Teachings ,  are  only  to  a  Perfon’s  felf,  who  is 
iht  happy  Subject  thereof,  irntill  they  are  drawn 

out 
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out  into  Action;  and  then  every  one  can  teftify  to 
the  Truth  of  them,  from  the  Effedis  produced  there* 
by  h  by  the  Fads  frequently  performed  by  thofe 
who -are  poffe fled  of  them.  So  that  this  will  hot 
admit  of.  that  kind  of  Proof,  as  the  Schools  have 
it  a  P*  ioriy  but  only  a  Pojteriori .  Arid  as  there  are 
fo  many  notorious  Inftances  df  Conviction  in  the 
latter  Way  of  Proof  there  are  need  of  no  other. 
He  muft  be  greatly  gone  into  Prejudice,  who  will 
not  believe  what  every  Day  brings  him  fome  frelh 
Teftimony  of,  as  in  a  more  proper  Place  will  be  en¬ 
quired  into  hereafter. 

4.  In  the  laft  Place,  we  come  to  (hew  that  thefe 
Perfons  perform  their  Cures  by  fome  fecret  preter¬ 
natural  Informations,  from  their  Impoffibility  of 
doing  them  by  any  Affiftances  from  humane  Wif- 
dom  and  Learning.  *  For  it  is  obvious  to  all  the 
World,  that  thole  who  make  the  greateft  Pretenfi- 
ons,  and  do  the  greateft  Wonders,  are  moft  remote 
from  any  fuch  Thing,  and  are  ablolutely  Strangers 
to  all  that  is  taught  by  common  Means.  Nor  is  it 
very  difficult  to  account  how  it  (hould  be  thus,  for 
a  little  Smattering  of  Learning  cannot  but  in  fome 
Meafure  employ  the  Faculties,  and  prejudice  the 
Mind  too  much  in  Favour  of  natural  Means,  and  a 
Reliance  upon  fecond  Caules  ^  whereas  thofe  who 
have  no  Learning  at  all,  give  entirely  into,  and 
wait  for  thofe  Secret  Teaching*  which  Man’s  Rea- 
lon  is  wholly  unacquainted  with. 

And  for  this  Realbn,  without  Doubt,  it  is  that  we 
find  thofe  who  come  off  from  other  Profeffions, 
where  they  were  heceffarily  prepoffeffed  with  fome 
imall  Portion  of  Learning,  never  to  make  any  con- 
fiderable  Advances  this  Way.  A  Stomachick  Elixiry 
or  an  Jntifcorhntick  ThBure,  a  ])erpetual  Drawing 
l  tajJ ter y  or  a  Lozenge  of  great  Virtue,  they  fome- 
times  arrive  to,  but  feldom  further.  What  is  won¬ 
derfully  to  be  admired  at  herein  i$,  that  amongft 
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this  Sort  this  Gift  feems  to  be  difpenfed  not  only  m 
Proportion  to  the  Abfence  of  all  other  Knowledge, 
and  the  Aptitude  of  the  Faculties  upon  that  Ac¬ 
count  tp  receive  it,  but  alfo  fo  as  juft  to  fupply 
thofe  Exigencies  which  their  Failure  in  other  Points 
often  brings  them  under.  This  admirable  Diftri- 
bution  is  very  remarkable  amongft  the  Brethren  of 
fhe  Lancet ,  and  of  the  Pejlley  where  Learning  and 
hqmane  Reafon  has  not  been  before-hand,  this  Gift 
generally  takes  Place,  and  in  Proportion  to  the 
Want  of  Them  does  This  generally  abound.  One  of 
the  latter  Fraternity  has  convey’d  his  Fame  almoft 
through  the  whole  Kingdom  by  his  uncommon  Pro¬ 
ficiency  herein  $  from  a  few  Clap  Medicines  and  a 
Worm  Powder  he  has  now  ran  almoft  over  the 
whole  Province  of  Phyfick,that  there  is  hardly  any 
Thing  therein  now  out  of  his  Pretenfions  y  all 
which  feems  to  have  been  owing  to  a  happy  Impe¬ 
netrability  to  all  humane  Inftrudfion,  and  the  total 
gfcape  of  that  Learning  he  was  obliged  to  bring 
with  him  from  his  Profeflion,  infomuch  that  he 
now  ftands  upon  as  advantageous  Terms  as  one 
who  could  never  write  or  read. 

That  the  Knowledge  thefe  Perfons  have  of  Dif- 
eafes,  or  of  the  Means  by  which  they  cure  them, 
does  proceed  from  fome  preternatural  and  fecret 
Informations,  is  alfo  manifeft  from  the  ftupendious 
Cures  of  fuch  who  have  never  made  any  the  leaft 
Pretenfions  to  Learning  and  humane  Helps,  and 
whom  the  World  knows  to  be  entirely  d^ftitute  of 
them.  How  can  it  be  imagin’d  that  a  Blackfmith , 
a  Porter ,  or  a  Tinker ,  and  fuch  like  Perfons,  can 
come  to  fuch  Knowledge  by  their  Acquaintance 
with  Anatomy,  Pharmacy,  or  natural  Philofopby, 
and  to  my  own  Know  ledge  feveral  fuch  at  this 
Time  are  noted  for  their  uncommon  Pretenfions 
in  the  Art  of  Healing.  One  of  the  laft  mentioned 
Occupation,  who  feme  Time  fmee  mended  old 
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Bellow  and  Saticfc-Pans,  now  fets  up  for  an  Dot- 
lift  of  the  firft  Rank,  and  advertifes  feVeral  Thou- 
fand  Cures  he  has  already  performed  upon  fire  EyeS; 
His  PredecefTor  Sir  William ,  who  was  fo  very  emi¬ 
nent  in  the  fame  Wav,  was  known  wholly  to  r6ly 
upon  this  Gift,  as  being  upon  all  other  Accounts  a| 
Perfon  of  matchlefs  Ignorance  and  Stupidity.  :/* 


Having  thus  explained  what  we  mean  by 
Enlightening!  y  dr  the  Gift  of  Healing ,  confider’d.  thd 
Qualifications  of  thofe  upon  whom  it  is  generally 
beftowed,  and  the  Evidences  we  have  of  its  Re¬ 
ality  •  "I  (hall  next  endeavour  to  point  out  the  chief 
Advantages  which  Perfons  thus  informed  have,  be¬ 
fore  thofe  who  rely  meerly  upoh  humane  Le&rnm& 
in  the  Cure  of  Difeafes. 


The  firft  Advantage  of  this  Means  of  IrifotthiHoii 
we  (hall  take  Notice  of,  is  the  Eafe  of  its  Attain¬ 
ment.  All  Acquirements  whatfdever  encreafe  hi 
fink  in  Value,  in  Proportion  very  much  to  the  la¬ 
bour  and  Pains  that  are  necefifaiy  thereunto :  Where 
two  Things  therefore  of  equal  Worth  come  into 
Competition,  that  always  will  be  preferred  which 
can  moft  eafily  be  come  at. 

But  this  Gift  of  Curing  Difeafes  without  any  Ac¬ 
quaintance.  with  natural  Caufes  and  their  Efre&s, 
is  indeed  father  to  be  called  an  unexpe&ed  Blejfng^ 
than  an  Accomplifment  procured  by  any  feeking  for. 
For  by  what  we  obferve  amongft  thofe  who  have 
it  moft  in  Pofleffion,  the  moft  likely  way  to  have 
it  is  to  be  fo  little  qualify 5d  for  the  ufual  Methods 
of  Inftnuftion,  as  to  be  incapable  of  any  Thing  elfe. 
So  that  in  Order  to  be  a  Gifted  Phyfcian that  is,  t6 
pretend  to  cure  Diftempers,  whole  Natures  and 
Caufes  they  know  nothing  of,  by  any  Medicine^ 
or  Means,  the  Operations  of  which  they  are  like- 
wife  Strangers  to$  in  Order  to  this,  I  fay,  it  is  ne- 
ceftary  to  keep  the  Mind  as  much  difengaged  from 
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all  other  Things  as  poftible,  and  preferved  unful- 
lied  by  any  Traces  of  humane'  jfinpre'fllon,  whereby* 
it  will  be  mor^in  jleadinefs  to  receive  Impiilfes  of 
a  higher  Nature,  '  ‘  \ 

If  any  Thing  by  which  Perfons  acquire  this  Qift 
can  be  accounted  laborious  and  painful3  it  is  only 
that  which  all. good  Men  ought  in  common  to  feefe 
after,  and  that  is  a  Mind  entirely  difinterefted  ffoiii 
all  worldly  Regards.  *This  is  a-  BJeiling  not  tofbe 
expc&ed  upon  fuch  as  would  make  Gain  of  it,  and 
proftitute  it  to  avaritious  Purpofes.  And  therefore" 
thofe  who  would  be  in  PofTelfiori  of  it,  ftiould  not 
only  keep  themfelves  clear  from  all  humane  Litera¬ 
ture,  as  before  obferved,  but  likewife •  eaffteftly  la¬ 
bour  to  root  out  all  thofe  natural  Corruptions 
which  every  brie  cannot  but  bring  into  the  World 
with  him  ^  and  to  arrive  to  that  Simplicity  of 
Mind,  and  Defire  of  doing  good,  as  is  moft  likely 
to  make  fucfi  a  Gift  of  the  moft  extenfive  Bepefit 
to  Mankind. 

That  great  Adept,  Bafil  Valentine ,  was  a  famous 
Inftan.ee  of  the  Advantage  of  this  preparatory  Ex¬ 
purgation  of  natural  Corruption  $  whofoever  reads 
that  invaluable  Piece  which  he  left  as  his  Legacy 
to  the  World,  and  calls  his  Laft  Will  and  Teftament , 
will  foon  be  convinced  of  the  Ufefulnefs  and  Ne* 
ceflity  of  this  Difinterefted nefs  and  Upflightnefs  of 
Mind,  preparatory  to  an  Initiation  into  fuch  'My ft 
teries.  That  wonderful  Manas  he  arrived  to  great 
Proficiency  in  the  Gifted  Way  himfelf  by  fuch 
Means,  fo  when  he  vouchfafed  this  his  laft  Legacy 
to  Pofterity,  he  did  it  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  ftiewed 
his  firm  Relyance  upon  fuch  Qualifications,  as  he 
ordered  the  Manufcript  to  be  hid  behind  the  Altar 
of  a  Church,  that  it  might  lye  untill  fome  Perfon 
thus  endewed  ftiould  be  thought  worthy  to  find  if. 
And  fince  there  has  arife  one  qualify ’d  to  be  the 
happy  Finder,  and  by  that  Means  it  lias  been  tranf- 
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mitted  down  to  the  prefent  Age,  yet  it  is  wrapped 
up  in  flich  a  Style,  and  under  fiich  myfterious  Al¬ 
legories,  that  it  is  altogether  unintelligible  ^  unlefs 
to  thofe  who  have  merited  and  received  the  fam©  * 
preternatural  Helps. 

And  thus  in  our  own  Time  and  Country,  we 
find  all  thofe  who  make  the  greateft  Advances  in 
the  Gifted  Way,  perfectly  free  from  all  Considera¬ 
tions  of  Self-Intereft,  and  fuch  as  bend  all  their 
Labours  towards  a  publick  Good.  It  is  the  Eafe 
of  Mankind  from  Pain,  and  the  Procurement  of 
the  invaluable  Bleffing  of  Health,  that  are  the  no¬ 
ble  Motives  upon  which  they  ad,  and  the  fordid 
Rewards  of  Riches  and  Wealth  is  what  they  reject 
with  Difdain.  Thus  thefe  Perfons  will  afford  as 
much  of  their  falutary  Afliftances  for  a  Trifle 
fcarce  worth  mentioning,  as  another  who  vainly  va¬ 
lues  himfelf  upon  humane  Learning,  and  ads  upon 
Worldly  Regards,  will  part  with  for  vaftly  much 
greater  Sums.  As  they  are  not  puffed  up  with 
worldly  Knowledge,  fo  they  are  not  defirous  of 
any  of  its  Rewards  ^  but  make  Publication. of  their 
Talents  feveral  Ways,  meerly  for  the  Satisfadion 
of  doing  good,  and  to  heal  the  Diftempers  and  Ma¬ 
ladies  of  their  Fellow-Creatures. 

Thus  while  they  who  fet  themfelves  off  with 
Learnings  and  put  their  Confidence  in  that  Know¬ 
ledge  which  is  had  only  from  humane  Inftrudion, 
opprefs  their  Neighbours  and  Fellow  Creatures 
with  extravagant  Expedations  and  Extortion,  to 
fupport  an  outward  Grandeur,  and  indulge  an  un¬ 
warrantable  Pride  $  we  find  the  Gifted  Pbyficiam 
the  only  Enlightened  Sons  of  JEfculapius ,  demeaning 
themfelves  on  Stages  in  Places  of  Refort,  and  ten¬ 
dering  Medicaments  of  ineftimable  Value  on  Horfe- 
back  at  the  lowed  Rates.  They  fcruple  not  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  World  with  their  Abilities  in  the  Cure 
of  Difeafes  by  the  meaneft  Ways  of  Publication,  fo 
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that  it  can  but  break  thro5  the  Prejudices  of  fome, 
and  conduce  to  a  common  Good.  They  difdain 
not  to  be  advertifed  in  common  News-Papers,  nor 
to  recommend  themfelves  in  Fragments,  which  are 
by  the  Ignorant  and  Profane  often  put  to  Ufes  very 
different  from  the  Intention  of  the  Difperfer,  and 
extreamly  injurious  to,  and  affronting  the  Good- 
nefs  and  Generofity  of  the  Authors. 

This  Difpofirion,  this  Humility  and  Benevolence 
of  Mind,  is  all  that  is  recpifite  to  a  Perfon  who 
would  lye  in  the  Way  of  this  Giftt  and  without  it 
all  Expectations  will  be  in  vain  *  which  as  it  agrees 
like  wife  fo  well  with  what  is  fo  much  conducive  to 
Happinefs  upon  other  Accounts,  it  muft  be  looked 
upon  a  very  commendable  Labour  to  ftrive  after  fuch 
a  Temper  *,  and  if  at  laft  it  happens  to  be  crowned 
with  this  Blefling,  it  is  more  than  amply  rewarded 
even  in  this  World. 

Hence  comes  very  naturally  into  Confideration, 
the  AfTurances  which  every  Perfon  has  within  him- 
felf  of  his  being  thus  Enlightened.  To  prove  it  in¬ 
deed  to  others,  is  what  cannot  be  done  but  by 
bringing  it  into  Exercife,  in  the  Cure  of  Dijeafes , 
But  nothing  can  be  of  a  greater  Certainty  to  a 
Man’s  felf  than  what  he  actually  feels  wrought 
within  him,  and  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  change  the 
very  Powers  and  Faculties  of  the  Mind,  and  bring 
to  Knowledge  what  before  there  were  no  Notices  of, 
and  what  could  not  be  had  by  a njr  natural  Way. 

And  what  great  Advantages  has  a  Perfon  thus 
taught ,  of  thofe  who  labour  in  vain  from  their 
Childhood  after  fuch  Things,  as  they  live  in  Un¬ 
certainty  about  even  to  old  Age.  They  who  go 
the  common  Road  of  the  World,  and  toil  in  Schools 
and  Univerfities,  never  arrive  to  Perfection,  but  af¬ 
ter  they  have  done  their  Utmoff,  and  gone  the 
greateff  Lengths  in  humane  Wifdom,  are  yet  in 
fome  Matters  left  in  Doubt  and  Uncertainty.  And 
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it  cannot  be  expeCted  otherwife,  for  fuch  Means  and 
Affiftances  cannot  poflibly  bring  to  Light  the  in¬ 
ward  Springs  and  Secrets  of  Nature;  the  moll 
knowing  in  that  way  never  go  beyond  Conjecture* 
and  there  is  always  a  Diffidence  and  Wavering  in 
the  mod  exalted  natural  Knowledge.  Thus  we 
find  the  Learned ,  as  they  are  called,  continually 
Wrangling  about  their  Syftems  and  Theories  *  and 
what  one  Age  advances  and  is  fond  of,  the  next  dis¬ 
covers  to  be  imperfed  and  delufory,  and  rejects  it 
for  Some  new  Notion,  which  alfo  has  hut  its  Turn 
to  appear,  and  then  give  Place  again  to  Some  o- 
ther;  whereas  the  truly  E?iligbtened  never  contra¬ 
dict  one  another,  every  one  proceeding  by  an  infal¬ 
lible  Rule  which  he  has  within  himfelf,  and  which 
can  never  either  oppofe  or  affift  any  other*  they 
trouble  not  the  World  with  Difputes,  nor  write  Vo¬ 
lumes  to  prove  another  in  the  Wrong,  or 
themfelves  in  the  Right  *,  demonftrating  daily,  by 
their  Actions  and  Cures,  the  Infallibility  of  their 
Guides. 

And  this  further  brings  us  to  the  Advantage  of 
this  Gift  not  being  communicable  to  any  other  * 
for  an  Enlightened  Fhyfician ,  although  he  is  not  in 
any  Diftruft  about  what  he  undertakes  to  perform 
by  himfelf,  and  is  in  the  utmoft  Confidence  of  Sue- 
cefs  with  all  his  Patients,  yet  it  is  not  in  his  Power 
to  communicate  to  any  other  the  Reaforis  upon 
which  he  proceeds,  and  how  the  Means  he  applies 
operate  in  bringing  about  a  Cure. 

This  will  not  appear  very  extraordinary  to 
fuch  who  confider  the  vaft  Difference  there  is  be^ 
tween  the  Means  of  Information  in  both  thefe  Ca¬ 
fes.  The  Gifted  Fhyfcian  aCts  from  fecret  Impulfes 
made  upon  the  Mind  by  fome  preternatural  Power, 
without  any  Regard  to  the  Properties  and  manner 
of  Operation  in  natural  Agents:  Whereas  one  who 
relies  meerly  upon  humane  Wifdom  does  nothing 
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i>ut  by  the  Notices  he  has  obtained  from  Study  and 
O  bfer  vat  ion,  of  the  Efficacies  of  fuch  and  fuch 
Means.  So  that  the  former  is  as  far  from  being 
able  to  give  any  Information  to  the  latter,  as  two 
Perfons  of  different  Languages  are  from  Convening 
together. 

And  for  this  Reafon,  we  find  it  always  to  no 
Purpofe  to  be  upon  Enquiry  with  thefe  Perfons  a- 
bout  what  they  propofe  to  do  in  any  particular  Ca¬ 
fes,  and  how  they  exped  the  Means  they  life  fhoulcj 
bring  about  fuch  certain  Ends,  becaufe  they  are  ab- 
folute  Strangers  to  fuch  Things  theinfelves :  Upon 
which  Account  they  are  not  liable  to  be  found  in 
fuch  Inconfiftencies  and  Contradidions  as  theZ^rw- 
ed  are  fometimes  obferved  to  fall  into.  Indeed  to 
gratify  the  unreafonable  Expedations  of  fome  Peo¬ 
ple  who  are  defirous  of  a  Reafon  in  Matters  they 
are  incapable  of  Under  ftanding,  fome  do  conde¬ 
scend  to  comply  fo  far  with  Cuftorn  as  to  frame 
fome  general  Anfwers  *  but  then  fuch  are  always 
fo  artfully  contrived,  that  they  will  equally  ^  fit  all 
Queftions  alike,  without  any  Danger  of  being  de¬ 
eded,  or  found  in  any  Impropriety.  Thus  if  it  be 
afked,  How  fuch  an  EMwry  cures  the  Scurvy  ?  It 
does  it  by  aflifting  Nature  with  its  reftorative  dul¬ 
cifying  Qualities,  and  by  deftroying  the  crude  fa- 
line  Particles  of  the  Blood,  whereby  it  is  reduced 
to  its  natural  Balfamick  Nature  •,  and  fuch  hi 
Terms  they  run  on  in  *  but  rationally  to  account 
for  any  natural  Operation,  fo  as  to  be  underfiood 
by  an  intelligent  Perfon,  they  make  not  the  leaft 


Pretence. 

The  Impoffibility  of  Communicating  this  Gift 
oni  one  another,  is  alfo  attended  with  one  Ad¬ 
vantage,  the  want  of  which  is  reckoned  very  preju¬ 
dicial  amongft  the  Learned  *  for  as  one  Gifted  Perfor. 
cannot  make  another  (o,  to  their  Numbers  are  not 
j0  ♦hat:  Encreafe  as  they  are  on  the  other 
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Side,  where  one  Phyfician.  may  bring  up  a  great 
many  more  by  the  fame  Means  he  was  taught  him- 
felf.  But  the  Benefits  arifing  from  hence  are  of 
too  mean  Confideration  to  be  reckoned  fuch  by 
Perfons  fo  publick-fpirited  as  thefe  always  are. 

There  are  indeed  a  Number  of  Perfons  who  fet 
up  for  the  Cur  e  of  Difeafes ,  who  cannot  properly  be 
reckoned  of  this  Sortment,  nor  are  they  of  the 
Number  of  the  Learned ,  and  thefe  are  fuch  as  prac¬ 
tice  by  Receipts.  As  we  find  fome  extraordinary 
Medicine  handed  down  thro’  feveral  Generations 
in  the  fame  Family,  and  the  Son  fets  up  for  a  Do- 
dor  from  a  Manufcript  bequeathed  him  by  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  under  all  the  Reftrictions  of  a  religions  Se¬ 
crecy. 

Thefe  are  fometimes  obtained  by  Purchale,  but 
the  Buyer  always  takes  fuch  Care  to  repay  himfelf, 
that  generally  makes  it  coftly  to  get  a  Cure  of 
fuch  mercenary  People.  And  here  I  think  it  a 
proper  Place  to  advertife  my  Country-men  where¬ 
in  they  are  moft  grievoufly  impofed  upon,  by  being 
both  cheated  of  their  Money,  and  couzened  out  of 
their  Health,  if  not  their  Lives. 

There  are  a  Set  of  Sharpers  who  take  fo  far  the 
Advantage  of  weak  Perfons  Credulity,  who  with 
little  Trouble  are  perfwaded  to  try  any  Means  for 
their  Recovery,  which  comes  recommended  to 
them  with  any  Plaufibility  and  Colour  of  Reafoo, 
that  they  make  it  their  Study  to  contrive  fomething 
in  the  Form  of  a  Medicine,  and  after  affixing  to  it 
fome  furprizing  Name,  advertife  it  in  the  common 
Papers  with  fuch  a  Character  and  Recommenda¬ 
tion  as  draws  in  Perfons  to  try  it,  when  they  are 
confcious  to  themfelves,  the  belt  Effed  of  it  is  to  do 
no  Harm. 

A  Perfon  who  is  impudent  and  wicked  enough 
to  attempt  to  make  his  Fortune  this  Way,  has  no¬ 
thing  to  do  but  to  contrive  forneth  ng  o t  no  Effi¬ 
cacy 
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cacy  into  the  Form  of  a  Medicine,  employ  fome 
neceflitous  Scholar  to  compofe  an  Advertifement, 
and  then  follow  it  fo  clofe  in  the  Common  Papers, 
as  cannot  fail  drawing  fome  weak  People  in  to 
try  it.  Thus  a  new  Rolle  in  the  Hands  of  a 
Medicinal  Pedlar,  with  a  little  Turmericlc5 
Powder  of  Ginger,  or  Liquorifh,  or  fome  Drug 
that  may  give  it  a  Medicinal  Smell  and  Afped,  may 
be  made  into  fmall  Boxes  of  Pills,  which  ihali  pro- 
mife  to  be  good  for  all  Diftempers  of  the  Head,  or 
Stomach,  or  Bowels,  ©r  to  any  Purpofe  which  is 
like  to  draw  in  the  moll  Patients  *  and  as  it  never 
does  Harm,  it  never  produces  any  publick  Resent¬ 
ments,  fo  if  from  any  other  Caufe,  which  often 
happens,  the  Patient  grows  better  about  that  Time, 
this  Cheat  runs  away  with  the  Honour  of  a  Cure, 
and  Certificates  are  daily  advertifed  of  the  wonder¬ 
ful  Effeds  of  fuch  a  Medicine.  And  in  the  fame 
manner,  a  Mixture  with  a  little  Cherry  Brandy 
that  may  alter  its  Tafte  and  Smell,  or  a  Tindure 
of  Cocbinel ,  or  Red  Sanders ,  may  pafs  for  an  Elixir 5 
or  a  Tin&ure  of  as  many  Vertues  as  a  crafty  Cheat 
can  contrive,  and  an  Infufion  of  Gentian  Root  and 
Orange  Peals ,  may,  from  an  ordinarjr  Stomachick, 
enlarge  its  Yertues  to  the  Curing  of  Agues,  and  all 
Peftilential  Infedions,  according  as  the  WeaknefTes 
and  Follies  of  the  People  feem  fitted  by  fome  new 
Alarms  to  receive  fuch  Impofitions, 

From  thefe  Impoftures  it  is  that  the  Bulk  of  the 
Advertifements  in  Newr-Papers  is  taken  up  with 
Quack- Medicines,  (for  thefe  may  juftly  be  called 
fo)  for  the  Contrivers  are  very  fenfible  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Things  themfelves  th$t  can  re¬ 
commend  them  after  Tryal,  and  therefore  they  are 
forc’d  to  follow  them  thick  with  continued  Re? 
imembrances  of  their  great  Efficacies  and  Virtues, 
otherwife  they  would  foon  b?  forgot,  and  difcon- 
linue  being  enquired  after.  Thefe  Cheats  may  ge¬ 
nerally  be  known  by  their  appearing  without  any 
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known  Perfons  Name  who  is  Living,  and  their  be¬ 
ing  fold  at  Coffee* Houfes,  Toy- Shops,  and  fuch  like 
Places,  the  Venders  themfelves  knowing  nothing  of 
the  Medicines,  or  the  Authors,  but  receiving  them 
from  unknown  Hands,  with  fuch  Allowances  for 
Sale  In  a  Second  Part  of  this  Work,  I  (hall  make 
it  my  Bufinefs  to  dete£t  thefe  Impoftures  $  and  in 
the  mean  Time  let  this  be  a  Caution  to  the  two 
Brothers,  John  and  Ben,how  they  continue  to  bubble 
Mankind  this  Way,  for  I  (hall  be  particularly  free 
with  Them.  And  to  this  good  End,  I  defire  the  In¬ 
formations  and  Lights  that  any  can  give,  fo  that 
fuch  Cheats  may  be  fetched  out  of  their  Conceal¬ 
ment,  and  expofed  to  that  Negledl  and  Contempt 
which  they  deferve. 

But  to  return  to  the  latter  Sort  (poke  of,  who 
may  not  improperly  be  called  Receipt  or  Noftrum - 
Mongers ;  for  they  are  abfolutely  circumfcribed 
within  what  is  tranfmitted  to  them  by  Inheritance 
or  Purchafe,  and  trade  only  with  That,  not  pre¬ 
tending  to  any  other  Knowledge,  either  of  Humane 
or  a  Preternatural  Origin.  Were  it  nicely  to  be 
enquired  into,  moft  of  the  Receipts  and  Medicines 
which  are  thus  handed  about,  and  proftituted  to 
mercenary  Purpofes,  would  be  found  to  have  origi¬ 
nally  been  the  Produce  of  a  Gifted  Talent .  Would 
it  not  carry  me  into  too  great  a  Length,  I  could 
trace  the  moft  celebrated  now  in  Ufe  up  to  fuch  an 
Origin,  and  it  would  not  be  very  difficult  to  dif- 
cover  by  what  Accidents  it  has  happened  that  they 
have  fallen  into  fuch  undeferving  Hands. 

And  here  I  cannot  omit  obferving  that  thole 
Phyficians,  reckoned  of  the  Learned  who  have  been 
moft  in  Efteem  for  doing  good,  have  by  fome  means 
or  other  obtained  fuch  Secrets,  either  by  Purchafe 
or  accidental  Acquaintance,  and  I  dare  not  fay  ne¬ 
ver  by  the  fame  preternatural  Means  as  we  are  here 
fpeaking.  Thus  we  have  lodged  in  the  Shops  of 
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Apothecaries  Secrets  that  none  know  of  bat  the 
Phyfician  himfelf  who  makes  them,  or  orders  them  to 
made  under  all  poffible  Obligations  of  Secrecy  5 
and  ftich  go  for  that  Dodtor’s  Nuftmms  ^  with  which 
it  is  generally  obferved  that  he  does  more  Good* 
and  that  the  Cures  made  by  them  raife  his  Credit 
and  Reputation  beyond  all  he  ever  does  by  thofe 
Means  which  are  under  the  Diredion  of  ordinary 
Knowledge. 

There  is  fome  Difficulty  upon  what  Foot  to 
ground  our  Expectations  from  thefe  Phyficiansi 
tho3  it  is  very  remarkable,  and  confirming  an  Ob- 
fervation  before  made  about  thofe  Perfons  who  come 
into  the  Gifted  Way  from  Profeffions  of  Learning, 
that  thofe  to  whom  the  World  is  moft  beholden  to 
for  fuch  Secrets  are  from  themfelves,  are  al¬ 
ways  of  the  meaneft  Abilities  as  to  Learning  and 
natural  Knowlrdge  *,  fo  that  this  Gift ,  as  before  re¬ 
marked,  feems  to  find  Perfons  juft  where  Learning 
and  common  Senje  leaves  them. 

By  Thofe  it  is,  that  at  fuch  an  Apothecary’s  only 
can  be  had  fuch  a  Do&or’s  Pills  *  and  at  anothers, 
fuch  a  ones  Elixir  $  and  even  the  Publick-Houfes 
and  Shops  are  frequently  made  Places  of  Vent  for 
thefe  Things,  in  common  with  the  Cheats  juft  now 
mentioned.  Some  of  thefe  Arcana  are  recommended 
to  anfwer  almofi;  in  all  Cafes  *,  but  fuch  are  the 
fooneft  to  be  fufpedted.  There  is  a  black  Powder 
that  now  goes  under  a  Phyfician’s  Name,  other  ways 
of  very  final!  Note,  which  levels  almoft  at  all  Di- 
jftempers,  it  happens  therefore  to  be  an  Jnaleptick , 
Antihyftericli ,  Jntiparalytick ,  Antibe&ick^  and  what 
anfwers  moft  Intentions,  and  beft  fits  the  Cafe  of 
the  Patient  in  Hand,  tho3  it  primarily  appeared 
only  as  on  JntiJ'paJmodick.  It  has  been  much  dif- 
puted  whether  this  Powder,  tho3  pretended  good 
for  fo  many  Purpofcs,  ever  was  of  any  Service,  un- 
lefs  to  thofe  concerned  in  its  Sale  3  however,  it  is 

generally 
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generally  agreed,  that  there  are  few  or  nolnftanccfl 
of  its  doing  Harm. 

Something  appears  very  unaccountable  in  the 
Conduct  of  one  Perfon,  very  famous  by  the  fre  quent 
Repetition  of  his  Name  and  Medicines  in  the 
News-Papers,  as  it  runs  counter  to  what  has  been 
before  the  conftant  Pradice.  He  was  indeed  e- 
quipp’d  with  fo  much  Learning  as  to  carry  him  to 
an  inferior  Branch  of  Phyficfe,  but  his  great  Defi¬ 
ciencies  therein  laid  him  open  to  thefe  Secret  Teacb - 
ivgs,  which  at  laft  he  altogether  rely’d  upon  •  and 
with  fuch  Succefs,  that  if  moderate  Acquisitions  of 
Wealth  and  Credit  could  content  him,  he  might  have 
been  eafy,  but  fuch,  it  feems,  has  been  the  amazing 
Pride  and  Vanity  of  his  Heart,  as  to  throw  him  upon 
the  Purchafe  of  a  North  Britijh  Diploma ,  and  to  buy 
the  empty  Name  of  a  Phyjician  when  he  cannot  but 
be  confcious  to  himfelf,  of  his  not  being  able  to 
pradife  any  otherwife  than  as  a  Gifted  Empinck  $ 
nor  has  he  indeed  ever  fince  pretended  to  go  out 
of  his  old  Circle  of  Bitters ,  which  lie  was  Mailer  of 
long  before,  v  ;  * 

This  latter  Inftance  brings  me  to  take  Notice* 
that  tho’  it  may  be  commendable  and  of  Service  td 
the  World  for  a  Gifted  Perfon  to  come  out  front 
Profeffions  of  Learning ,  when  they  are  within  the 
proper  Qualifications  *  but  it  is  certainly  a  very 
grievous  and  prefumptuous  Offence  for  one  who 
has  been  thus  fecretly  taught  to  be  fo  far  carried 
away  with  Pride  and  Worldly  Vanity,  as  to  aim 
at  that  worthlefs  Reputation,  which  is  obtained  a- 
inongfl:  the  common  People  of  the  World  by  Hu* 
mane  Learning.  If  muft  certainly  put  a  Check  up¬ 
on  thofe  Secret  Jjjiftances  and  Means  of  Inf 01  fnathii^ 
as  it  manifeftly  appears  to  be  an  open  Affront 
thereunto.  This  ftrange  hankering  after  Worldly 
Honours  and  Titles,  by  Perfons  whofe  Interefi  it 
inanifdlly  is  to  make  their  Pretenfious  quite  upoii 
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another  Foot,  is  very  much  to  be  blamed,  and  is  a 
fault  at  firft;  Sight  fo  monftrous  and  rafh  in  it 
felf,  that  one  would  think  it  fcarce  poliible  to  find 
Perfons  go  into  it:  But  as  fever  a  1  have  been  fo 
weak,  I  fhall  take  the  Liberty  here  to  admonifh 
them  of  their  Errors  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  if  it 
fucceecls  not  in  Reclaiming  pad:  Offenders,  yet  it  is 
hoped  to  have  the  good  Effect  to  prevent  the  like 
hereafter. 

By  the  foregoing,  it  appears  that  the  collected  Bo¬ 
dy  of  fuch  as  deal  in  Medicine,  are  enabled  fo  to 
do  either  from  Education  and  Learning^  or  from 
fome  private  A  III  dances,  which  we  call  Secret  Teach - 
v<g  or  Illumination 5  and  whofoever  we  find  medling 
in  that  Province  who  are  not  manifeftly  from  one 
of  thofe  two  Origins,  muff  be  Cheats  and  Impoftors. 
Such  in  the  Second  Par t  of  this  Enquiry  we  lhall 
endeavour  to  deted,  and  expofe  to  due  Shame  and 
Contempt.  Of  thofe  who  pradife  the  latter  Way, 
that  is,  by  Secret  Illumination ,  tho’ they  are  much 
the  greater  Body,  yet  fuch  are  the  Prejudices  of  the 
World,  that  thofe  who  are  of  the  former  Sort,  pafi? 
With  more  Reputation,  tho’  their  Abilities  in  Heal¬ 
ing  are  not  fo  great,  and  they  cannot  perform  f(> 
many  Cures.  And  this,  it  is  to  be  feared,  has 
weighed  too  much  with  fome  of  the  Gifted ,  info- 
much  that  they  have  frequently  declined  their  owj> 
Sortment,  difowned  their  Means  of  Inftrudion,  and 
put  the  10 fe Ives  upon  the  World  for  Perfons  en- 
dewed  with  Humane  Teaming. 

As  this  cannot  but  appear  an  Offence  of  the 
higheft  Aggravation,  fuch  as  I  have  deteded  m 
this  Wickednefs,  I  lhall  make  no  Scruple  to  expofe. 
In  the  firft  Place  then,  I  fha.ll  be  free  with  that 
Perfon  who  has  found  a  double  Account  in  putting 
'himfelf  off  for  a  Perfon  of  fome  Learning ,  and  boaft- 
ing  in  a  printed  Book  of  his  uncommon  Skill  in 
Cups  and  Venereal  Cafes ;  As  the  Book  has  brought 
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Mm  PatientsTy  the  great  Pretenfions  made  there¬ 
in,  fo  likewife  by  its  notorious  Obfcenity,  it  fells 
not  only  as  a  Treatife  of  Fhvfick,  but,  as  Murciui 
or  Rocbefier ,  it  is  in  Efteem  with  lewd  Perfons,  and 
fo  by  Debauching  the  Minds  of  Youth,  it  'gives 
them  an  earlier  Itch  after  thofe  unlawful  Pleafiires, 
in  the  Purfuit  of  which,  they  meet  with  thefe  Mis¬ 
fortunes  it  is  his  Profeflion  to  remedy. 

This  Apoftate,  (for  fo  I  muft  call  all  fuch  who 
fall  off’  from  preternatural  Enlightenings ,  and  go  back 
again  into  Worldly  and  Carnal  Means  )  after  forne 
fruitlefs  Attempts  in  the  ufual  Way  of  an  Apotheca¬ 
ry  to  raife  his  Fortune  and  Reputation,  was  reduced 
for  fome  Time  into  thofe  lowly  and  humble  Gir- 
curnfirances  in  which  this  Gift  general ]y  finds  Per¬ 
fons  $  and  had  he  kept  within  the  Compafs  of  fuch 
a  Pradice,  he  feeined  admirably  fitted  to  excell  in 
that  Way  *  but  fince  Pride  and  Avarice  have  tempt¬ 
ed  him  into  an  open  Affront  of  fuch  Affiances,  it 
is  already  pretty  eafy  to  guefs  how  fuch  a  Defec¬ 
tion  is  like  to  be  rewarded  ^  for  it  is  plain  that  that 
Certainty  and  Infallibility  which  always  attends 
the  truly  Gifted  has  left  him ;  So  that  by  then  he 
has  gone  round  with  the  Town  in  one  Diftemper, 
his  Inability  to  make  good  his  Pretenfions  is  de¬ 
tected,  and  he  is  forced  to  have  Recourfe  to  fome 
new  Impofition,  Thus  as  foon  as  his  Clap  Patients 
rejed  him,  he  alarms  the  Town  afrefh  with  his 
wonderful  Skill  in  the  Gout  $  and,  as  before,  pro¬ 
claims  his  Pretenfions  in  a  printed  Rook  *,  not  pre¬ 
tending  to  give  any  rational  Account  of  that  Di- 
ftemper,  or  of  the  Reafonablenefs  of  his  Method  of 
Cure,  but  juft  as  a  Quack  Bill  to  fay  great  Things 
of  the  Secret  he  has  difcovered,  give  a  Lift  of  Per¬ 
fons  pretended  to  have  been  cured  thereby,  and  to 
draw  ignorant  People  into  a  frefh  Bite.  And  after 
this  is  again  foiind  to  be  only  a  vain  Boaft,  he  k 
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pow  attempting  another  Round  with  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  Specifigc  agaihfcJgim. 

We  have  another  Perfon  .  famous  at  the 
Jatter  End  of  News  Papers,  juft  of  the  fame 
Cut*,  and  an  Out  Gaft  from  Pharmacy,  from  his  be¬ 
ing  incapable  of  bearnwg  it.  This  Man,  tho* 
brought  up  to  his  Profeffion  under  a  Mafter  of 
known  Worth,  yet  fuch  was  the  Impenetrability  of 
'jhis  Underftanding,  that  he  became  the  Jeft  and 
publick  Laughter  of  his  Fraternity,  being  called,  by 
way  of  Derifion,  Fhihjopber  John  ^  and  not  a  great 
while  after  his  Beginning  in  the  World  for  him¬ 
felf,  he  fell  under  the  Reproach  of  having  his  Me¬ 
dicines  found  not  fit  for  ufe,  the  Perfons  who  had  a 
proper  Authority  fo  to  do,  throwing  them  into  the 
Street,  and  obliging  him  to  pay  a  Fine  belides  for 
the  Offence. ;  , 

Tiiefe  Misfoftuhes/foon  humbled  him  into  Qua- 
.. lific^tiphs- for  a.  Gifted. ’Brother,  and  he  waited  not, 
long' before  he  found  the  Enhghter.ivg  come  upon 
.;jhim/mft.  in  one.  •  Diftefnper,  then  leading  him  into 
another  Peqver j,  Rheumatijms ,  Cholicks ,  Cm- 

fnmptiotis ,  J aim  dice,  GreeihSickneJs,  all  fall  before 
jiim  ^  but  in  Wgrois  he  does  Wonders. 

Yet  notwithiianding  this  great  Sntcefs,  and  that 
.  lie  has  no  manner  of  Preteniions  to  know  any  thing 
but  in  this  gifted  Way,  fuch  of  late  has  been  his  Im¬ 
pudence  and  Vanity  to  put  himfelf  off  for  one  of 
Leapnvg  ^  not  only  by  frequenting  Auctions,  and 
Buying  Books  he  underftands  nothing  of,  but  by 
attempting  himfelf  to  give  Lucid  and  Succhtf  Ac¬ 
counts  in  Print,  of  the  Reafonablenefs  of -his  own 
Practice,  and  Management  .of  Diftempers.  And 
fuch  appears  to  be  his  Ambition  in  the  Way  of  the 
World,  that  not  long  iincehe  offered  five  Guineas 
,|o  one  to  write  a  Book  for  him  about  the  Cholich , 
of  which  he  was  t'opafs  for  the  Author.  But  I  fhall 
leave  his  collufive  Dealings  in  that  Affair  to  be  re- 

fented, 
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fented,  at  a  proper  Time,  by  the  Perfon  who  was 
very  unworthily  dealt  with  therein. 

I  have  fometimes  indeed  been  in  Doubt  whether 
this  Perfon  ever  was  under  any  true  Enlightenings  or 
not,  and  whether  he  ought  not  rather  to  be  reckon’d 
with  thofe  we  commonly  call  Cheats  or  Impvftors  • 
the  only  Reafon  in  his  Favour  for  a  Gifted  Man^  is 
his  great  Ignorance  and  Stupidity,  and  the  admira¬ 
ble  Qualifications  he  has  to  expe<5fc  fuch  Helps.  If 
he  be  then  what  Charity  commands  us  to  hope,  he 
certainly  has  had  a  very  great  Portion  of  Illumina¬ 
tion,  as  none  undertakes  more,  or  pretends  to  greater 
Afiurance  of  Succefs  in  all  they  undertake  than  he 
does  ;  as  we  daily  fee  Certificates  of  new  Cures  he 
makes  in  Lveral  Diftempers.  But  let  him  then 
keep  within  thofe  Bounds,  and  not  wickedly  and 
knowing  affront  the  Means  by  which  he  is  enabled 
to  do  fuch  great  Things  $  and  endeavour  to  raife 
any  Reputation  by  a  Shew  of  Learning ,  when  kis 
notorious  to  all  that  he  has  none,  and  that  if  his 
natural  Abilities  and  Knowledge  had  been  fufficient  to 
have  made  him  an  Apothecary,  he  ne'er  would  have 
been  able,  as  now,  to  excell  the  moft  eminent  Phy- 
Jicians.  ' 

There  are  too  many  more  of  this  Number  who 
put  a  Difgrace  upon  thefe  Secret  Teachings ,  by  tak¬ 
ing  hold  on  all  Opportunities  to  pafs  tor  Men  of 
Letters,  to  take  Notice  of  here  fingly.  This  ftrange 
and  very  unjufiifiable  Defire,  has  at  one  Time  or 
.other,  perhaps,  produced  the  molt  out  of  the  Way 
Nonfenfe  and  Jargon  that  was  ever  met  with.  How 
manv  Divifions  has  been  run  upon  the  Word  Venus 
to  decorate  the  Title-Pages  of  Books  writ  about  the 
Pox,  Venus  has  been  unmasked,  deceived ,  entombed,  and 
30U t  into  abundance  of  ftrange  Circum fiances,  by 
theie  notable  Writers.  Some  make  their  Addrefies 
to- thofe  who  have  been  Sporting  in  her  Gardens; 
and  a  Thoufand  Conceits  the  Pretenders  this  Way 

are 
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are  guilty  of  in  their  Publications,  which  amufe 

Fools,  and  make  wife  Men  fick. 

Every  Body  has  now  thruft  into  their  Hands,  or 
may  have  it  for  afking,  A  Scheme  of  the  Secret  Dif 
mfe  *,  which,  for  the  publick  Good,  is  given  away, 
but  the  Intention  is  to  draw  foolilh  Readers  into 
the  Purchafe  and  Trial  of  fome  paultry  Remedies 
recommended  therein.  Upon  the  fame  Policy  is 
likewife  to  be  had  Gratis  a  Piece  of  as  eminent  Phi- 
lofophical  Gingle  and  Nonfenfe  as  ever  faw  the 
Light,  only  to  recommend  to  Sale  a  Sympathetic^ 
Necklace.  By  fome  peculiar  Sublimities  in  the 
Follies  of  the  laft,  I  fufpeft  the  Author  to  be 
more  Knave  than  Blockhead. 

But  howfoever  fome  may  fall  away  from  the 
Simplicity  and  Integrity  of  a  Gifted  FraBice ,  and 
be  drawn  afide  by  worldly  Craft  and  Profit,  yet 
fuch  as  keep  firm  to  their  fecret  Guides,  confcious 
to  themfelves  of  not  being  able  to  pretend  any  thing 
Upon  any  other  Foot,  are  the,  only  Perfons  that  I 
am  here  profefiedly  in  Defence  of. 

I  cannot  be  infenfible  how  odd  the  Notion  I  have 
here  advanced  of  Secret  Teachings  in  Phyfck ,  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  fome  Perfons.  From  fuch  I  pnly  afk  the 
fame  Freedom  which  has  always  been  allowed  in 
Matters  of  Speculation.  If  I  find,  upon  further 
Examination,  that  I  have  been  led  into  a  Miftake, 
the  World  (hall  find  me  very  ready  to  own  it.  As 
for  fome  Terms  made  ufe  of  herein,  I  know  they  have 
been  applied  in  Matters  of  a  higher  Concern,  with 
fitch  a  religious  Regard,  that  it  may  not  be  very 
pleaflng  to  fome,  as  looking  like  Ridicule  *,  but  if  it 
be  a  Fad  that  Perfons  can  cure  Diftempers  by 
Means  which  they  are  not  inftrudfed  in  by  the  or¬ 
dinary  Way  of  Knowledge,  they  muff  be  directed 
therein  by  Helps,  which  I  cannot  think  of  any 
properer  Names  for,  than  what  I  have  here  given 
tbem. 
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There  are  a  great  many  Obje&ions  to  be  brought 
againft  the  Perfons  whom  I  have  appeared  in  Vindi- : 
cation  of,  and  Arguments  tending  to  weaken  the 
Credit  of  their  performing  thofe  Cures  which  they 
induftrioufly  advertife  the  World  of  ^  many  1  have 
heard  talk  in  this  manner  *  that  as  they  take  all  Op¬ 
portunities  to  enlarge  their  Reputation,  fo  every 
Perfon  who  comes  out  of  their  Hands  with  his  Life, 
is  always  marked  Recover  ed,  fo  that  they  run  away 
with  the  Credit  of  Curing  all  who  do  not  dye:  And 
it  is  well  known  to  thofe  who  are  but  little  acquain¬ 
ted  with  Phyfick,  what  fome  particular  Medicines 
will  do  in  fome  Diftempers,  towards  obtaining  fome 
Remiffion,  which  are  fo  far  from  being  able  to  make 
a  lading  Cure,  that  the  Diftemper  returns  with  Ag« 
gravation,  when  the  Efficacy  of  the  Medicine  is 
over  :  Thus  in  fome  Cbolicks ,  Rheumatifms ,  and  Difc 
orders  attended  with  fiarp  Pirn,  Opiates  fcarcecan 
fail  of  Procuring  fome  Truce  ^  and  if  they  be  conti¬ 
nued,  may  fo  far  difguife  it  to  the  Patient,  as  to 
flatter  him  with  a  Cure,  but  he  will  foon  be  convin¬ 
ced  of  his  Error  by  his  returning  Torments.  And 
fuch  Intermiifions  as  thefe  your  Empirich  take  the 
Advantage  of,  get  leave,  for  a  publick  Good,  to 
have  fuch  an  extraordinary  Cure  certified  undef 
Hand,  and  then  fill  the  Coffee-Houfes  with  them  in 
Print.  If  the  abufed  Patient  is  like  to  complain  to 
his  Dif  Reputation,  it  is  not  difficult  to  lay  the  Re¬ 
turn  upon  a  Cold,  or  fome  Irregularity  *  or  if  he  be 
poor,  to  leave  him  under  fuch  Demands  as  may  de¬ 
ter  him  from  Talking  to  the  Doctor's  Prejudice.- — 

Thefe,  and  what  other  Difficulties  occur,  (hall  be 
fully  confidered  hereafter :  And  in  the  mean  Tiine„ 
to  convince  the  Reader  thoroughly  of  my  impar¬ 
tiality  in  this  Affair,  I  promife  to  employ  ail  Op¬ 
portunities  of  Enquiring  into  the  Juftice  and  Truth 
of  all  Pretenfions  to  Empiricifm ,  and  detect  the  De¬ 
frauder  wherefoever  he  appears  $  and  to  this  Pur- 
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pole,  not  an  Advertifement  fhall  come  out  either  of 
the  Abode  and  Pretenfions  of  thefe  PerioriS*  of  Me¬ 
dicines  to  be  fold,  or  of  Cures  done,  but  the  Rife, 
Education,  and  Abilities  of  the  Pretender  fhall  be 
at  large  enquired  into,  and  made  publick  j  fuch  Me¬ 
dicines  (hall  be  nicely  examined,  and  their  Compo- 
fitions  and  Vertues  truly  laid  open  *  and  all  Certi¬ 
ficates  of  Cures  made  publick  fhall  be  brought  to 
the  Tell :  By  which  Means,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
in  ome  Time  may  be  expofed  and  rooted  out  that 
impudent  Tribe  of  Man-Slayers^  who,  to  the  Dif- 
grace  of  their  Country,  are  permitted  to  come  into 
Competition  with  the  tmly  Educated  Phyjicians  $  and 
that  thofe  who  are  regularly  bred  to  either  of  the 
Branches  of  Phyjick ,  may  enjoy  fuch  Advantages  in 
their  Profeffions,  which  the  Laws  of  our  Country 
have  hitherto  been  defective  in  Securing  to  them. 
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